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THANK YOU
FOR REGISTERING
TO BE AN ORGAN,
TISSUE, AND EYE
DONOR

By making this choice,  you can potentially
save or heal up to 80 lives. 

This pamphlet is to inform you on what it
means to be a registered donor, and what
your loved ones can expect. 

Organ, tissue, and eye donation saves and
heals lives. It offers the hope for a
productive, healthy life for those in need.
Every day, transplant recipients return to
their families, friends, and communities –
all through the generosity of individuals
willing to give the gift of life through
organ, tissue, and eye donation.

WHAT IS ORGAN,
TISSUE, AND EYE
DONATION?

Commonly asked
questions about donation:
How much does donation cost to the
donor family?
Nothing. There is no charge to the donor, the
donor’s family, or the donor’s estate.

If I donate, may I still have an open casket
funeral?
Yes. Organ, tissue, and eye donation involves
standard surgical techniques and prosthetics are
used to maintain body form. 

How is priority determined for who
receives an organ transplant?
When a donated organ becomes available, a list is
generated from United Network of Organ Sharing
(UNOS) which ranks recipients based on severity of
illness, length of time on the waiting list, size
compatibility of organs, blood type, tissue type,
and proximity to donor (because of time
constraints on donated organs). 
 
To learn more about the waiting list please visit:
unos.org/transplant/

Scan here to learn
more about organ,

tissue and eye
donation, and read

more stories.



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE
REGISTERED AS AN ORGAN,
TISSUE, AND EYE DONOR?
When you register as an organ, tissue, and eye
donor, you are saying "YES" to helping others after
your death. Your decision gives medical
professionals the ability to evaluate and recover
your organs and tissues to save lives and heal those
in need. 
Choosing to register as a donor is your legal right.
This decision is personal, meaningful and, unless
you are a minor, cannot be changed by your family. 

Why should I talk with my family about my
decision to register? 
When your loved ones know your decision, it can
bring comfort, clarity, and peace during a
difficult time. If your family is not aware of your
choice, their lack of knowledge can
unintentionally cause distress. That's why it's
important to share your decision and talk with
your family. 
 
Does next of kin have the authority to override
the registry? 
No. Families may not override your decision to
donate as it is the legal right of individuals to
make the donation decision for themselves. 

What happens if a family is opposed to their
loved one’s donor designation? 
Most families support their loved one’s choice to
save lives.  If a family is opposed, DonorConnect
staff will confirm documentation, address
questions or concerns, and work with the family
to help them understand the impact of donor
designation while advocating for the individual’s
decision. 

The Process of Organ,
Tissue, and Eye Donation


